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Abstrak  
 

Arab Saudi dan Iran melakukan normalisasi dan dimediasi oleh Cina di Beijing pada 10 maret 2023 

setelah beberapa dekade berada dalam hubungan yang rumit. Normalisasi ini tentunya berdampak 

khususnya di kawasan Timur Tengah. Normalisasi ini juga berdampak pada perubahan dinamika 

regional, stabilitas regional, dampak pada sekutu atau lawan, dan implikasi ekonomi. Penelitian ini 

membahas tentang perubahan dinamika politik, keamanan, dan kekuasaan di Timur Tengah seiring 

dengan normalisasi menggunakan teori geopolitik Kaplan. Metode yang digunakan adalah metode 

penelitian kualitatif yang memfokuskan sumber data dari berita. hasil penelitian menunjukan bahwa 

normalisasi tersebut berdampak signifikan terhadap Timur Tengah, antara lain peningkatan 

keamanan, berkurangnya konflik, politik yang lebih stabil, perubahan dinamika regional, 

meningkatkan aktivitas ekonomi, dan potensi solusi diplomatik. Normalisasi ini juga memfasilitasi 

hubungan yang lebih baik antar negara sekitar terutama dengan Tiongkok memainkan peran penting 

dalam tatanan ekonomi dunia baru ini. 
  

Kata Kunci:  Arab Saudi; Geopolitik; Iran; Normalisasi Arab Saudi-Iran; Timur Tengah 

 

 

Abstract  
 

Saudi Arabia and Iran normalized and were mediated by China in Beijing on March 10, 2023 after 

decades of complicated relations. This normalization certainly has an impact, especially in the 

Middle East region. This normalization also has an impact on changes in regional dynamics, 

regional stability, impact on allies or opponents, and economic implications. This research 

discusses changes in political, security, and power dynamics in the Middle East along with 

normalization using Kaplan's geopolitical theory. The method used is a qualitative research method 

that focuses on data sources from the news. The research results show that normalization has had a 

significant impact on the Middle East, including increased security, reduced conflict, more stable 

politics, changes in regional dynamics, increased economic activity, and the potential for 

diplomatic solutions. This normalization also facilitates better relations between surrounding 

countries, especially with China playing an important role in this new world economic order. 
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Introduction 
 

Due to its great complexity and intensity, the Middle East region has been the focus of 

attention on a global scale in recent years. The protracted geopolitical struggle has had 

a significant impact on both the countries in the region and the global population. The 

ongoing war between Saudi Arabia and Iran is one of the most significant wars in the 

Middle East. This Middle East region has seen numerous conflicts, regional 

disagreements, and substantial political transitions because of its distinct geopolitical 

complexity (Alghannam, 2023; Lynch, 2016).  

One of the most recent occurrences in the region that creates expectations and 

shocks is the diplomatic normalization between Saudi Arabia and Iran. Due to this 

normalization, the relationships between these two nations have improved. Most people 

predict that the Middle East region will be significantly impacted by the geopolitical 

effects of diplomatic normalization, possibly leading to new regional dynamics (Mabon 

et al., 2021; Terrill, 2011). In this study, we will talk about the geopolitical 

repercussions of the diplomatic normalization between Saudi Arabia and Iran as well as 

the motivations behind it. 

Saudi Arabia and Iran's diplomatic normalization with Iran is a complex problem 

with far-reaching repercussions. This is because of the geopolitical impact of the Middle 

East. On the one hand, mending fences between the two rivals in the area can help 

lessen tensions and improve regional stability. Contrarily, it may also result in more 

rivalry for resources and influence, which may in turn spark violence (ELDoh, 2023). 

A complicated geopolitical struggle between Saudi Arabia and Iran has been 

raging in the Middle East for some time, and this conflict is one of the most significant 

ones. They fought over a variety of issues, including sectarian animosities, regional 

concerns, and the desire to rule. The region as a whole has suffered as a result of the 

political, social, and economic pressures brought on by this conflict. The primary rivals 

in the Middle East have historically been Saudi Arabia and Iran. There are significant 

religious, political, and regional disparities between the two nations (Bibi, 2018; 

Kelkitli, 2016). Major opponents in the Middle East for a very long time have been 

Saudi Arabia and Iran. Regarding religion, political ideologies, and regional interests, 

the two countries have significant disparities (Fozia & Ali, 2018). The largest Sunni 
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power in the world is Saudi Arabia, while Iran is a Shia-majority nation that positions 

itself as the protector of Shia interests worldwide (Grumet, 2015).  

The civil wars in Yemen, Syria, and Iraq are only a few examples of the several 

major regional conflicts that have been influenced by their rivalries and rivalries. 

Additionally, the two are in competition with one another to increase their influence in 

the area (Khalili & Schwedler, 2010). When Saudi Arabia and Iran announced 

diplomatic normalization in March 2023, the unanticipated development occurred. This 

is an effort to repair the official relationship between two nations that were formerly 

strained or at war (McDonald, 2008; Wardoyo, 2023). 

Although it is still extremely early in the process, this normalization has involved 

actions like political discourse, diplomatic exchanges, and regional collaboration. The 

goal of this normalization is to enhance ties and ease tensions between the two nations. 

The objectives of this stage are to promote peace, prevent conflict from escalating, and 

start more fruitful political conversations. However, there are many concerns and 

rumors concerning the geopolitical ramifications of this diplomatic standard for the 

Middle East region (Ibrahim, 2023). There is a second cycle of diplomatic ties between 

nations that were previously at odds because of normalization (Sitaraman & Wuerth, 

2015). 

Saudi Arabia and Iran's diplomatic normalization with Iran is a complex problem 

with far-reaching repercussions. This is because of the geopolitical impact of the 

Middle East Normalizing the ties between the two countries has benefits and 

drawbacks. Monitoring the situation is essential, and in the meantime, efforts should be 

made to reduce the likelihood of confrontation. Even though the reestablishment of 

relations between Saudi Arabia and Iran can be a big step toward Middle Eastern peace 

and stability, it's important to be aware of potential barriers and work to overcome 

them (Harb, 2023). 

The purpose of this study is to examine the geopolitical consequences of Saudi 

Arabia and Iran's diplomatic normalization in the Middle East. This investigation will 

look at power dynamics, regional and global impacts, and changes in foreign policy. 

The impact of this normalization on the chances for peace, stability, and security in the 

region is something that researchers are deeply interested in understanding. Numerous 

variables will be the focus of this investigation. when examining the evolution of 
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regional power relations. Iran and Saudi Arabia have long played a significant role in 

the continuing power struggle in the Middle East.  

The regional power structure may change as a result of this diplomatic 

normalization, which may also affect relations with neighboring countries and other 

regional players. It is uncertain whether this diplomatic normalization will increase 

Middle East stability or whether it will bring about a shift in power dynamics and a 

fresh wave of conflict escalation. It is also important to consider the roles played by 

other regional and global players in the Middle East, including the US, the EU, Russia, 

and Turkey.  

Given that several past research looked at the topic of normalization between 

countries that were at war, this study was conducted. Studies that look at factors that 

support normalization between Israel and the United Arab Emirates, for instance 

(Reynaldi, 2021), the effect on security (Khaerunnisa et al., 2023), the goal of the 

normalization (Derajat & Kurniawan, 2020; Mas et al., 2020). As for research on 

normalization between the United States and Libya (Zoubir, 2006), normalization of 

relations between Türkiye and Russia (Nyoman et al., 2016), United Arab Emirates and 

Israel (Fulton & Yellinek, 2022), diplomatic normalization between Spain and the 

GDR (Ramos Diez-Astrain, 2022), Japan and China (Masaya, 2023), improvement of 

bilateral relations between Indonesia and Australia after the Conflict (Amalia & 

Hakim, 2017) and the factor of normalizing relations between Jordan and Qatar 

(Subchan, 2020) and research that discusses geopolitical issues such as research that 

describes the geopolitical implications between Korea and China for the US (Lee, 

2020).  

Will this normalization cause them to change their perspective and approach 

toward this area? Will this return to normalcy present a chance to ease tensions and 

look for diplomatic solutions to these conflicts? As a result of this normalization, it 

might also lead to increased tensions or other problems. It's crucial to examine how this 

diplomatic normalization affects the political goals and aspirations of Saudi Arabian 

and Iranian society. What is the internal response to this normalization like in both 

countries? Will the public support it broadly or will there be fierce opposition? What 

actions political parties, ethnic groups, and other regional power brokers will take in 

response to this normalization? Researchers aim to advance knowledge of the 
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geopolitical effects of diplomatic normalization between Saudi Arabia and Iran on the 

Middle East area through this study. The analysis of this research will be based on 

literature reviews, data, and information that is already available, as well as a 

multidisciplinary analytical approach including the domains of geopolitics, security, 

and foreign policy. 

This research discusses changes in political, security, and power dynamics in the 

Middle East along with normalization using geopolitical theory. Geopolitical theory is 

an important basis for analyzing these developments. With normalization, relations 

between several countries in the Middle East have undergone a significant 

transformation, affecting several crucial issues in this region, such as the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict, regional cooperation, and the influence of global actors in this 

region. 

 

Theoretical Review 
 

Geopolitics 
 

The study of how geographic, political, and economic factors affect the power 

dynamics between states is known as geopolitical theory in political science and 

international relations (Humaini, 2019).  This idea acknowledges that a country's 

policies and behaviors can be significantly influenced by its geographic location as 

well as other physical elements. Fundamentally, geopolitics is to comprehend the 

relationships between power, political and geographic regions. Geographical 

considerations, such as place, terrain, temperature, trade routes, natural resources, and 

access to the sea or transit routes, can give countries a strategic advantage or present 

difficulties to them in pursuing their national objectives (Ramadhan & Iskandar, 2020). 

According to geopolitical theory, governments fight for advantages over other 

states while acting in their national interests. Strategic positioning or control over 

important transportation arteries can provide a nation with power and sway. 

Geopolitics also acknowledges the distinct geopolitical dynamics and interests that 

exist in different geographical areas. For instance, the center East boasts a wealth of 

natural resources, including gas and oil, and is situated in the center of three continents. 

To influence trade routes for energy, regional power, and political conflicts that affect 

global stability, countries in the region compete with one another (Anggoro, 2017). 
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Geopolitical analysis involves taking a geographical viewpoint and identifying a 

country or region's advantages and disadvantages based on its location. Defense, 

security, trade, and the capacity to access national and international markets can all be 

significant factors in determining a state's policies (Rafsanjani, 2022). Changes in 

geographic variables, such as power, climate, or resource access, are also 

acknowledged by geopolitical theory to have an impact on state-to-state power 

dynamics. As a result, a thorough understanding of geopolitics can aid in the prediction 

and explanation of power transfers and conflict at the world, regional, and local levels. 

 

Geopolitical Theory According to Kaplan 
 

The implications of diplomatic normalization between Saudi Arabia and Iran in the 

Middle East on regional power dynamics, regional influence, and political dynamics 

can be studied using geopolitical theory by Kaplan. Kaplan based his geopolitical 

analysis on the belief that geographic, topographic, and location factors are very 

important in determining political and security dynamics in the world. which is 

explained by the geopolitical interpretation according to (Putra et al., 2019)can help us 

understand how geographical characteristics such as location, resources, and trade 

routes influence the geopolitical dynamics of a region. In the Saudi-Iranian context, the 

geographical location of both plays a central role. Saudi Arabia is located on the 

Arabian Peninsula facing the Persian Gulf, while Iran is located on the other side of the 

Persian Gulf. Therefore, geopolitical theory believes that location, topography, and 

geography play a major role in world political and security dynamics.  

Kaplan discusses geographical issues that make these countries conflict, but if 

you look at it from the perspective of demography and ideology, the conflict will be 

resolved and can be united because of the genealogical and ideological similarities of 

each country in conflict (Kaplan et al., 2012). According to Kaplan, the international 

order in more modern civilizations is largely determined by energy resources (Prasetyo 

et al., n.d.). Normalization between Saudi Arabia and Iran will undoubtedly have a 

substantial impact on the global energy market, given that these two countries are 

among the world's largest oil producers. Kaplan also discusses changes in regional 

dynamics and regional stability (Lancu, 2014). 
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Method 

 

This research uses qualitative research methods based on descriptive data to examine in 

depth the impact of normalization between Saudi Arabia and Iran in the Middle East 

(Gunawan, 2022; Rusandi & Rusli, 2021). The researcher uses a qualitative approach 

involving primary data sources on news related to diplomatic normalization between 

Saudi Arabia and Iran. In analyzing the impact of normalization in the Middle East, 

researchers used Kaplan's geopolitical theory. Kaplan's geopolitical theory provides an 

in-depth analysis of regional dynamics in various regions. 

In this research, researchers analyzed the first stage, namely data collection 

techniques. In this stage the data is collected by reading and noting and then categorized 

thematically to highlight some of the effects of normalization (Rijali, 2019; Sari & 

Asmendri, 2018) which will then be reduced by selecting data related to Arab and 

Iranian normalization and its impact in the Middle East region according to research 

needs. The next stage is data presentation, where the researcher presents data regarding 

the impact of Arab and Iranian normalization on the Middle East region which was 

initially complicated until the data was easier to understand. The final stage is data 

verification, namely by carrying out correct accuracy (Helaluddin & Wijaya, 2019) 

from stating the impacts of normalization using trusted sources and discussing them 

with lecturers and colleagues. 

 

A Brief History of the Causes of the Saudi Arabia-Iran Conflict 
 

According to Grumet, Saudi Arabia and Iran were originally countries that had good 

bilateral relations as countries in the same region. In 1929, Saudi Arabia and Iran 

signed a bilateral agreement entitled "Saudi-Iranian Friendship Treaty" which 

discussed political relations, diplomatic relations, and economic relations which 

included bilateral trade cooperation between Saudi Arabia and Iran (Utami et al., 

2022). This peace ended in 1979 just as the “Iranian Islamic Revolution” took place. 

Saudi Arabia considers that the Iranian revolution is a threat to them (Machmudi, 

2021), so Saudi Arabia allied with Iraq, which at that time was a war between Iran and 

Iraq. The United States, Saudi Arabia, and Soviet Union are countries that considered 

the Iraqi Islamic Revolution a direct threat and sided with and helped Iraq in the war 
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(Arsyad, 2022). Since then, the geopolitical ties between Saudi Arabia and Iran have 

always attracted international attention (Fraihat, 2020).  

Saudi Arabia and Iran do not have an open conflict, but through a proxy war 

(Cohen & Hitman, 2021; Utami et al., 2022). Iran has no reluctance in asserting its 

ethnic and historical claims over Bahrain, which contributes to the animosity between 

the two nations. The conventional Sunni-Wahhabi-Saudi status as ruler of the Islamic 

world was challenged by the Iranian revolution of 1979 because Iran is the country 

where Islam first appeared (Cohen & Hitman, 2021). Saudi Arabia and Iran continue to 

argue over who is more deserving of leading Islam. According to Fraihat in his book 

"Iran and Saudi Arabia: Taming a Chaotic Conflict", the things that cause conflict 

between Saudi Arabia and Iran are sectarianism, security, competition for global 

leadership, geopolitics, and even nationalism (Fraihat, 2020). 

In 2002, after the 9/11 incident and the threat of Al-Qaeda provided an 

opportunity for Saudi Arabia and Iran to establish cooperation and sign an anti-

terrorism agreement. But even though they have signed the agreement several times, 

this does not necessarily make Saudi Arabia and Iran push for peace between them 

(Nuruzzaman, 2012). The conflicts that occurred between Saudi Arabia and Iran were 

divided into two, namely conflicts between Sunni and Shia regimes and conflicts 

between countries (Hamid & Setiadi, 2021).  

The relationship between state and religion is very common among Muslim-

majority countries. Many countries are in conflict with ideological differences that 

have an impact on their international relations. The chaos in state-religious relations 

affected various state affairs. Many countries conflict because of religion, especially in 

Middle Eastern countries (Suntana et al., 2023). Moreover, both countries have a 

Muslim population of more than 90%. 

Many researchers argue that the main conflict between Saudi Arabia and Iran is a 

religious one, as both see themselves as representatives of the Islamic world. Both 

countries claim that both sides use their religious identity to form alliances and 

influence (Cohen & Hitman, 2021). Who is a true believer and who is not a believer? 

This exclusionist mindset is most clearly seen in the sectarian conflicts between Shia 

and Sunni Muslims, which pose a serious threat to the stability of regional nations and 

stakeholders in the wider world, including the United States and its allies (Abdo, 2017). 
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In addition to sectarian conflicts, Rifa'I in his book "The Sunni-Shiite Meeting Point" 

also added that the conflict between Saudi Arabia and Iran also has religious nuances 

that boil down to fiqh and schools of thought (Hamid & Setiadi, 2021).  

According to (CIA-The World Factbook) Iran has a Muslim population of 99.6% 

that is divided into Shiites around 90% to 95% and Sunnis around 5% to 10%. 

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia has a Muslim population which is divided into Sunnis around 

85% to 90%, and Shia around 10% to 12%. (World Population Review) Sunni is the 

largest sect which has followers of 90% of the world's 1.5 billion Muslims. This 

percentage proves that Saudi Arabia and Iran are countries of one religion but have 

different views that give rise to sectarianism.  

The conflict sharpened after "The Arab Spring" in the Middle East. One example 

is the case where in December 2012, the bodyguard of the Minister of Finance Rafa al-

Essawi, a prominent Sunni figure, was arrested and Sunni followers also started a 

demonstration (Kompas, 2013) because Sunni followers felt that the government of 

Prime Minister Nouri Maliki, who comes from the Shiite group, has sidelined them 

(BBC, 2013). After “The Arab Spring” there have been many proxy wars, especially in 

Iraq, Syria, and Yemen (Fraihat, 2020).  

 

Impact of Saudi Arabia-Iranian Normalization 
 

The tension in diplomatic relations between Saudi Arabia and Iran was originally based 

on religion which continued into a political conflict in 1979, when there was mutual 

suspicion due to Riyadh's actions which closed the Shiite shrines in Mecca and Medina. 

Arabs and Iranians compete to become leaders of the Middle East and compete to 

become leaders of the Islamic world. Their rivalry is more of an ideological battle 

between Shiites and Sunnis that has never gone out of control since centuries ago. And 

it got worse when the diplomatic relations between the two countries were terminated in 

2016.  

Many Middle Eastern countries were affected by the termination of relations, 

especially in the economic and military fields. After seven years of disconnection of 

diplomatic relations between Saudi Arabia and Iran, on March 10, 2023, the two 

countries agreed to an agreement to reopen embassies in their respective countries 

(Republika, 2023). The two countries agreed to restore ties in a deal brokered by China 
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(Gritten, 2023). With the agreement that occurred between the two countries, through 

the geopolitical theory of Kaplan's perspective, many Middle Eastern countries have 

even become a new trend in the Middle East to begin to unite political relations that 

were previously fractured (Sorongan, 2023). The normalization between Saudi Arabia 

and Iran has had an impact on changes in regional dynamics, and regional stability, has 

had an impact on allies and opponents, and has had economic implications. 

 

Changes in Regional Dynamics 
 

The normalization of relations between Arabs and Iranians changed the power dynamics 

in the Middle East region (Wardoyo, 2023). Better relations between Arab countries and 

Iran can reduce rivalries, political tensions, and security in the Middle East and increase 

cooperation in areas such as trade, energy, and security. The accord certainly helped 

ease tensions in the larger Gulf area in addition to strengthening bilateral relations. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdullahian said, on Wednesday, the 

normalization of relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia was "a step forward" (Ajansi, 

2023). This can create opportunities for political discussion, diplomacy, and the 

establishment of a more inclusive regional framework. In turn, this can generate 

stability and progress for countries in the region. 

Saudi Arabia and Iran have been in a state of cold war for years. Saudi Arabia 

supports exiled countries, while Iran supports the Houthi uprising. Because of this, there 

is a proxy war between Riyadh and Tehran (Republika, 2023). Normalization of 

relations between Saudi Arabia and Iran can reduce the negative impact of the conflict 

and their rivalry with neighboring countries in the Middle East. Some countries such as 

Yemen, Syria, and Lebanon have experienced instability as a result of the conflicts 

between the two countries. With normalization, they can help reduce conflict and 

sectarian interference in these nations by improving relations between the two 

conflicting countries, and they can also promote peace and recovery efforts (Ardemagni, 

2023; Chubin & Tripp, 2005). Saudi Arabia and Iran's animosity was lessened when 

Saudi Arabia assisted Iranians fleeing Sudan's civil war (Reuters, 2023a). 
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Regional Stability 
 

Normalization of relations can aid in the creation of stability and security in the Middle 

East. The competition and struggle between Saudi Arabia and Iran have created tensions 

that threaten regional security. By enhancing relations, they can lessen conflict and seek 

diplomatic solutions to their disputes. This can lessen the likelihood of military conflict 

and foster collaboration in combating common dangers like terrorism or instability in 

adjacent nations. 

Normalization has the potential to increase stability in the region of conflicts and 

disputes between Arab countries and Iran that have been going on for decades. 

Normalizing relations between the two major countries can increase opportunities for 

communication and peaceful solutions, which will reduce the risk of conflict and 

increase stability in the Middle East. The normalization of Saudi Arabia-Iranian 

relations can affect important regional issues, such as the conflicts in Syria, Yemen, and 

Palestine. Through more open communication and better cooperation, progress can be 

made in conflict resolution, regional stability, development progress, and prosperity.  

Some of the things that were done after the normalization were Saudi King 

Salman bin Abdulaziz inviting the Iranian president to visit Riyadh. On October 12, 

2023, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi discussed with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed 

Bin Salman the latest developments in Gaza after Hamas counterattacked (MEMO, 

2023). The rapprochement between the two countries increased at a remarkable pace, 

improving ties between Qatar and Bahrain by ending the Gulf divisions (Galeeva, 2023; 

Reuters, 2023b) due to differences in political views and regional issues. This 

normalization has helped restore long-disturbed relations between the two countries, 

opening the door to better cooperation in various fields.  

One important example of normalization is between Saudi Arabia and Syria. After 

restoring relations with Iran, Saudi Arabia and Syria also normalized by restoring 

relations with the Bashar Assad regime in Syria (Bimo, 2023). On May 10, 2023, 

Syria's President Bashar al-Assad received an invitation from Saudi Arabia's King 

Salman bin Abdulaziz through Saudi Ambassador to Jordan Naif Bin Bandar Al-Sudairi 

(Iran International, 2023) which proved that tensions in Saudi Arabia's relations with 

Syria also decreased (DW, 2023a). In recent decades, relations between the two 

countries have been tense due to various political and ideological differences. However, 
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through diplomatic efforts, the two have managed to restore their ties, which has helped 

reduce tensions in the region. 

Apart from the conflict between these countries, normalization has also helped 

resolve the conflict between Syria and Tunisia. This normalization has allowed the two 

to restore diplomatic relations. The two countries resumed diplomatic ties after almost 

11 years (DW, 2023b) and worked together to overcome common problems, including 

regional issues. (Jaramaya, 2023; MEO, 2023) And the normalization of Arabs and 

Iranians also seems to have had an impact on Israeli-Palestinian relations. The détente 

between Riyadh and Tehran also prompted the two to seek political reconciliation in 

Lebanon, which is facing an unprecedented financial crisis (Republika, 2023). Several 

regional conflicts have hurt the situation in Lebanon, and normalization between 

countries in the region has helped create a climate more conducive to finding political 

solutions to the country's problems. Thus, the normalization of relations between 

countries in the Middle East has played an important role in reducing several conflicts 

in the region. 

 

Impact on Allies and Opponents 
 

The normalization of Arab-Iranian relations surefire have consequences for allies and 

foes of the two countries. Some countries that previously took sides may need to 

change their policies and strategies to match the goals they seek to achieve. This may 

have implications for regional dynamics and the current balance of power.   

Relations between Saudi Arabia and China due to this normalization have 

become closer because it has been four decades of Arab-US administrations to stop 

"Iranian terrorism in the Middle East," but they are not getting the results they are after. 

Therefore, Arabs choose an alternative by establishing relations with China as a 

mediator between Arabs and Iran. So that the Arabs can see the extent of Iran's 

optimism for peace (Shawkat & Wassef, 2023).  

Saudi Arabia chose China as an intermediary between Saudi Arabia and Iran also 

due to reducing its country's dependence on the United States. This normalization is a 

shock to the United States, which is China's competitor in every way today (Liputan6, 

2023). China was also chosen because the country is considered neutral and is a 

country that has close economic ties with Iran and Saudi Arabia.  
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Meanwhile, Israel considers that normalization between Arabs and Iranians is 

something that is not good. Israel considers that the existence of the normalization 

agreement is a victory for Iran. In particular, this normalization is opposed by Israeli 

politicians (Muhaimin, 2023). This crisis is considered to exist because Israel wants to 

build relations with Saudi Arabia. Israel considers that its country and Arabs are both 

against Iran's nuclear advances. (Erwanti, 2023). 

Hearing that Saudi Arabia and Iranian normalization is increasingly close, 

America also continues to aggressively propose Israel to Saudi Arabia to carry out 

normalization. However, because the Palestinian and Israeli conflict became 

increasingly heated after the counterattack carried out by Hamas on October 7, 2023, 

Saudi Arabia froze its normalization agreement with Israel. The conflict between Israel 

and Palestine seems to be making relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia, which are 

the Palestinian strongholds, even closer (Cahyani, 2023). 

 

Economic Implications 
 

The geopolitical impact of this diplomatic normalization must also be considered from 

an economic perspective. The Middle East region is a region rich in natural resources, 

especially oil and gas (Acharya & Buzan, 2010). Normalization between Saudi Arabia 

and Iran has a significant impact on global energy markets, given that these two 

countries are among the world's largest oil producers. Changes in their relationship 

surely affect the stability of energy supplies, oil prices, and the economic strategies of 

other countries that depend on the region's energy resources. 

The normalization of relations can open up opportunities for wider economic 

cooperation between Arab countries and Iran. Working together to develop trade, 

investment, and infrastructure can enhance economic growth and prosperity in the 

region. After normalization is carried out, Saudi Arabia will continue to invest in Iran 

because this normalization is partly due to the Iranian economic crisis and Saudi 

Arabia's ambitions to develop (Shaeban, 2023). The announcement of the return of 

relations between Saudi Arabia and Iran, and the resolution of many outstanding issues 

between them, carries many indications. However, this still depends on making 

decisions regarding the relaunch of the economic, commercial, and cultural ties between 

the two countries (Almanjumi, 2023).  
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Economic relations between Saudi Arabia and Iran, especially Tehran, were cut off in 

2015, even though Iran is not included in a series of countries that have economic 

cooperation with Saudi Arabia. With this normalization, trade and economic relations 

between the two countries allow the return of suspended transactions, in addition to new 

forms of cooperation, given the diversification of Iran's economy, and the possibility of 

Tehran exporting agricultural commodities and raw materials such as iron, to meet the 

needs of construction projects in Saudi Arabia (Alsaawi, 2023). 

While decreasing the intensity of regional rivalry may help redirect political 

energy to core internal concerns, the chances of a speedy resolution remain remote. The 

reconciliation between Iran and Saudi Arabia absolutely alleviates Arab Gulf countries' 

security concerns. However, this does not mitigate the potential of a crisis triggered by 

Iran's quickly expanding nuclear program and the threat it poses to Israel, as well as 

some of Iran's neighbors, particularly Saudi Arabia (International Crisis Group, 2023).  

In addition, the normalization of relations between Saudi Arabia and Iran may face 

many challenges, as follows: 

1. Normalization of relationships can lead to greater competition for influence and 

resources. The two countries are major players in the region and have different 

interests, which can lead to conflict. 

2. The normalization of relations can expand extremism. Saudi Arabia and Iran 

have been accused of supporting extremist groups in the region. The 

normalization of relations between the two countries has the potential to trigger 

the spread of extremism in the region, which will threaten peace and stability 

there (Marcus, 2019; Takeyh & Gvosdev, 2004). 

 

Conclusion  
 

The conflict between Saudi Arabia and Iran, which has caught the world's attention 

since 1979, then continued into the Iranian Islamic revolution, the Arab Spring, and the 

severance of diplomatic relations in 2016 due to religion, sectarianism, security, 

competition for global leadership, geopolitics, and nationalism. The normalization of 

diplomatic relations between Saudi Arabia and Iran on March 10 2023 has significant 

implications for the Middle East region, namely better security, absence of open conflict 

between countries, more stable politics, changing regional dynamics, and increased 
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economic activity. Normalization is an effort to build better diplomatic relations 

between countries that were previously at odds.  

From a geopolitical perspective, as posited by Kaplan, the normalization of 

relations between two major nations can enhance the prospects for diplomatic 

discussions and solutions, reduce the risk of violence, and improve the stability of the 

Middle East. The normalization of relations between countries in the Middle East has 

played an important role in reducing several conflicts in the region. The normalization 

that occurred eased the conflicts that occurred between Saudi Arabia and Syria, Qatar 

and Bahrain Re-Establish Diplomatic Relations, Syria and Tunisia resumed diplomatic 

ties after almost 11 years, Riyadh and Tehran, and the two countries worked together to 

seek political reconciliation in Lebanon.  

Saudi Arabia is also rapidly investing in Iran to improve economic relations. By 

using China as an intermediary between Saudi Arabia and Iran, America and Israel feel 

threatened because of this. And this normalization also has an impact on the economies 

of countries in the Middle East. Saudi Arabia and Iran are the two largest oil-producing 

countries in the world. Economic cooperation between the two will produce a new 

world economic order. Moreover, this cooperation involves China as the world's new 

Great Power.  
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despre conflictele viitoare și lupta împotriva destinului, trad. Mihnea Gafița, 

București, Editura Litera, 2013. Romanian Journal of History and International 

Studies, 1(2). https://www.unhcr.org/publications/manuals/4d9352319/unhcr-

protection-training-manual-european-border-entry-officials-

2legal.html?query=excom 1989  

Lee, J.-Y. (2020). The Geopolitics of South Korea-China Relations Implications for 

U.S. Policy in the Indo-Pacific. RAND Corporation Is Collaborating with JSTOR, 

Korea Foundation Seoul Korea, 3(6), 2084–2097. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1749-

8198.2009.00284.x  

Liputan6. (2023). Implikasi Normalisasi Hubungan Iran-Arab Saudi: AS dan Israel 

Gelisah, China Gembira. Liputan6.Com. 

https://www.liputan6.com/global/read/5230811/implikasi-normalisasi-hubungan-

iran-arab-saudi-as-dan-israel-gelisah-china-gembira  

Lynch, M. (2016). The New Arab Wars Uprisings and Anarchy in the Middle East. 

PublicAffairs. 

Mabon, S., Nasirzadeh, S., & Alrefai, E. (2021). De-securitisation and Pragmatism in 

the Persian Gulf: The Future of Saudi-Iranian Relations. The International 

Spectator, Italian Journal of International Affairs, 56(4). 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1080/03932729.2021.1989183  

Machmudi, Y. (2021). Timur Tengah dalam Sorotan: Dinamika Timur Tengah dalam 

Perspektif Indonesia. Bumi Aksara. 

https://books.google.co.id/books?id=TuUhEAAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&hl=

id#v=onepage&q&f=false  

Marcus, J. (2019). Why Saudi Arabia and Iran are bitter rivals. BBC NEWS. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-42008809  

Mas, R., Ananto, T., Wicaksono, D., & Mada, U. G. (2020). Normalisasi Hubungan Uni 

Emirat Arab dengan Israel : Kepentingan Nasional versus Solidaritas Negara 

https://internasional.republika.co.id/berita/rtcpzm383/suriah-dan-tunisia-segera-pulihkan-hubungan-diplomatik
https://internasional.republika.co.id/berita/rtcpzm383/suriah-dan-tunisia-segera-pulihkan-hubungan-diplomatik
https://ejurnal.ung.ac.id/index.php/JPI/article/view/890
http://eprints.unram.ac.id/38959/
https://books.google.co.id/books?id=5iLwWWrPmJIC&printsec=frontcover&hl=id#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.co.id/books?id=5iLwWWrPmJIC&printsec=frontcover&hl=id#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://lifestyle.kompas.com/read/2013/03/02/02211732/serangkaian-bom-kembali-hantam-baghdad
https://lifestyle.kompas.com/read/2013/03/02/02211732/serangkaian-bom-kembali-hantam-baghdad
https://www.kompas.id/baca/opini/2023/03/17/meletakkan-konteks-normalisasi-saudi-iran
https://www.kompas.id/baca/opini/2023/03/17/meletakkan-konteks-normalisasi-saudi-iran
https://www.unhcr.org/publications/manuals/4d9352319/unhcr-protection-training-manual-european-border-entry-officials-2legal.html?query=excom%201989%20
https://www.unhcr.org/publications/manuals/4d9352319/unhcr-protection-training-manual-european-border-entry-officials-2legal.html?query=excom%201989%20
https://www.unhcr.org/publications/manuals/4d9352319/unhcr-protection-training-manual-european-border-entry-officials-2legal.html?query=excom%201989%20
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1749-8198.2009.00284.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1749-8198.2009.00284.x
https://www.liputan6.com/global/read/5230811/implikasi-normalisasi-hubungan-iran-arab-saudi-as-dan-israel-gelisah-china-gembira
https://www.liputan6.com/global/read/5230811/implikasi-normalisasi-hubungan-iran-arab-saudi-as-dan-israel-gelisah-china-gembira
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.1080/03932729.2021.1989183
https://books.google.co.id/books?id=TuUhEAAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&hl=id#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.co.id/books?id=TuUhEAAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&hl=id#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-42008809


 
 THE GEOPOLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF POST-DIPLOMATIC NORMALIZATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST ON 

SAUDI-IRAN RELATIONS  
 Ghana Aldila Septiani, Chesa Andreana, Intan Rachmadani, Achmad Diny Hidayatullah, Badrus Sholeh 

 

306 | Departemen Hubungan Internasional FISIP UNPAD 

Muslim terhadap Palestina. Jurnal ICMES, 2(4). 

Masaya, I. (2023). Normalization of Diplomatic Relations and Private Trade between 

Japan and China. Routledge, Asia-Pacific Review, 29(3). 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1080/13439006.2022.2152621  

McDonald, M. (2008). Securitization and the Construction of Security. European 

Journal of International Relations, 14(4). 

https://doi.org/10.1177/1354066108097553  

MEMO. (2023). Iran, Saudi discuss the Israeli aggression against Gaza. MEMO: Middle 

East Monitor. https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20231012-iran-saudi-discuss-

the-israeli-aggression-against-gaza/  

MEO. (2023). Dimashq Watunis Tastanifan Rasmiana Alealaqat Aldiblumasia. MEO. 

https://middle-east-online.com/ الدبلوماسية-العلاقات-رسميا-تستأنفان-وتونس -دمشق  

Muhaimin. (2023). Iran dan Arab Saudi Berdamai, Ini Reaksi Israel. Sindo News. 

https://international.sindonews.com/read/1043887/43/iran-dan-arab-saudi-

berdamai-ini-reaksi-israel-1678485804  

Nuruzzaman, M. (2012). Conflicts between Iran and the Gulf Arab States: An 

Economic Evaluation. Journal of Contemporary Asia, 36(3), 363–378. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1080/09700161.2012.689512 

Nyoman, N., Ratna, A., Ratih, P., Dewi, K., & Widya, A. A. B. S. (2016). Rusia Pasca 

Penembakan Pesawat Su-24 Rusia oleh Pasukan Udara Turki pada Tahun 2015- 

2016. 1–15. 

Prasetyo, N. A., Kusuma, S. E., & Iqbal, M. (n.d.). Kerja Sama India-Vietnam dalam 

Eksplorasi Minyak sebagai Resistensi atas Klaim Cina di Laut Cina Selatan. 

Repository.Unej.Ac.Id. 

https://repository.unej.ac.id/handle/123456789/66128%0Ahttps://repository.unej.a

c.id/xmlui/bitstream/handle/123456789/66128/100910101014_NURULADIPRAS

ETYO.pdf?sequence=1   

Putra, R. P., Jamilah, M., & Irawan, P. (2019). Intervensi Militer Arab Saudi terhadap 

Konflik Yaman untuk Membendung Pengaruh Iran di Timur Tengah. Jurnal 

Power in International Relation, 4(1). 

https://doi.org/http://dx.doi.org/10.22303/pir.4.1.2019.76-100  

Rafsanjani, M. N. (2022). Potensi Normalisasi Hubungan Diplomatik Arab Saudi dan 

Iran Tahun 2016-2022. EJournal Ilmu Hubungan Internasional, 10(2). 

Ramadhan, I., & Iskandar, J. A. (2020). Upaya Perimbangan Kekuatan Iran-Arab Saudi 

melalui Perang Suriah untuk Memenangi Kontestasi Geopolitik di Timur Tengah. 

Insignia Journal of International Relations, 7(2). 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.20884/1.ins.2020.7.2.2391  

Ramos Diez-Astrain, X. M. (2022). La normalización diplomática entre España y la 

RDA (1973): un salto desde la nada aparente. Historia Actual Online, 57(57), 81–

96.  

Republika. (2023). Bagaimana Perdamaian Saudi-Iran Mendinginkan Timur Tengah. 

Republika. https://www.republika.id/posts/38437/bagaimana-perdamaian-saudi-

iran-mendinginkan-timur-tengah  

Reuters. (2023a). Pemulihan Hubungan Arab Saudi-Iran Tampak dalam Upaya 

Evakuasi Sudan. VOA. https://www.voaindonesia.com/a/pemulihan-hubungan-

arab-saudi-iran-tampak-dalam-upaya-evakuasi-sudan/7074814.html  

Reuters. (2023b). Qatar and Bahrain say they will resume diplomatic ties. Reuters. 

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/qatar-bahrain-say-they-will-resume-

https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.1080/13439006.2022.2152621
https://doi.org/10.1177/1354066108097553
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20231012-iran-saudi-discuss-the-israeli-aggression-against-gaza/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20231012-iran-saudi-discuss-the-israeli-aggression-against-gaza/
https://international.sindonews.com/read/1043887/43/iran-dan-arab-saudi-berdamai-ini-reaksi-israel-1678485804
https://international.sindonews.com/read/1043887/43/iran-dan-arab-saudi-berdamai-ini-reaksi-israel-1678485804
https://repository.unej.ac.id/handle/123456789/66128%0Ahttps:/repository.unej.ac.id/xmlui/bitstream/handle/123456789/66128/100910101014_NURULADIPRASETYO.pdf?sequence=1
https://repository.unej.ac.id/handle/123456789/66128%0Ahttps:/repository.unej.ac.id/xmlui/bitstream/handle/123456789/66128/100910101014_NURULADIPRASETYO.pdf?sequence=1
https://repository.unej.ac.id/handle/123456789/66128%0Ahttps:/repository.unej.ac.id/xmlui/bitstream/handle/123456789/66128/100910101014_NURULADIPRASETYO.pdf?sequence=1
https://doi.org/http:/dx.doi.org/10.22303/pir.4.1.2019.76-100
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.20884/1.ins.2020.7.2.2391
https://www.republika.id/posts/38437/bagaimana-perdamaian-saudi-iran-mendinginkan-timur-tengah
https://www.republika.id/posts/38437/bagaimana-perdamaian-saudi-iran-mendinginkan-timur-tengah
https://www.voaindonesia.com/a/pemulihan-hubungan-arab-saudi-iran-tampak-dalam-upaya-evakuasi-sudan/7074814.html
https://www.voaindonesia.com/a/pemulihan-hubungan-arab-saudi-iran-tampak-dalam-upaya-evakuasi-sudan/7074814.html


 
Intermestic: Journal of International Studies 
Volume 8, No. 1, November 2023 (288-308) doi:10.24198/intermestic.v8n1.14 

 

www.intermestic.unpad.ac.id. | 307  

e-ISSN. 2503-0892 

diplomatic-ties-2023-04-12/ 

Reynaldi, D. R. (2021). Analisis Faktor yang Memfasilitasi Normalisasi Hubungan 

Diplomatik Uni Emirat Arab-Israel [Andalas University]. 

http://scholar.unand.ac.id/83841/  

Rijali, A. (2019). Analisis Data Kualitatif (Qualitative Data Analysis). Alhadharah: 

Jurnal Ilmu Dakwah. 

Rusandi, & Rusli, M. (2021). Merancang Penelitian Kualitatif Dasar/Deskriptif dan 

Studi Kasus. Al-Ubudiyah: Jurnal Pendidikan dan Studi Islam. 

https://doi.org/10.55623/au.v2i1.18  

Sari, M., & Asmendri. (2018). Metode Penelitian Kepustakaan (Library Research). 

Penelitian Kepustakaan (Library Research) Dalam Penelitian Pendidikan IPA. 

Shaeban, E. (2023). alaitifaq alsaeudiu al’iiraniu ... taqlil alkhasayir wadaem altaeawun 

litajawuz al’azamat . Alaraby. https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/-الاتفاق -السعودي

  الإيرانيتقليل-الخسائر-ودعم-التعاون-لتجاوز-الأزمات

Shawkat, A., & Wassef, K. (2023). How Iran and Saudi Arabia’s diplomatic 

breakthrough could impact the entire Middle East. CBS News. 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/iran-saudi-arabia-diplomacy-why-it-matters-

israel-lebanon-yemen-iraq-middle-east/  

Sitaraman, G., & Wuerth, I. (2015). Normalization of Foreign Relations Law. 

Vanderbilt University, The Harvard Law Review Association, 128(7). 

https://ir.vanderbilt.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/1803/7587/The_Normalization_of

_Foreign.pdf?sequence=1  

Sorongan, T. P. (2023). Timur Tengah Mulai Bersatu, Bukti Pengaruh AS Kian Pudar? 

CNBC Indonesia. https://www.cnbcindonesia.com/news/20230414073021-4-

429815/timur-tengah-mulai-bersatu-bukti-pengaruh-as-kian-pudar  

Subchan, N. A. (2020). Faktor Normalisasi Hubungan Diplomatik Yordania dengan 

Qatar: Analisis Dinamika Keamanan Kawasan dan Identitas Nasional. Indonesian 

Journal of International Relations, 4(1), 25–41. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.32787/ijir.v4i1.119  

Suntana, I., Rusliana, I., Asdak, C., & Gazalba, L. (2023). Heliyon Ideological distrust : 

re-understanding the debate on state ideology , normalization of state-religion 

relationship , and legal system in Indonesia. Heliyon, 9(3), e14676. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2023.e14676  

Takeyh, R., & Gvosdev, N. K. (2004). The Receding Shadow of the Prophet: The Rise 

and Fall of Radical Political Islam. Greenwood Publishing Group. 

https://books.google.co.id/books?hl=id&lr=&id=kO8bFLVBsMIC&oi=fnd&pg=P

R9&dq=The+Receding+Shadow+of+the+Prophet:+The+Rise+and+Fall+of+Radic

al+&ots=DqWRI7tZAc&sig=Auocm_CNkaBj2t9mCoPpK1rBPU&redir_esc=y#v

=onepage&q=The Receding Shadow of the Prophet%3A The  

Terrill, W. A. (2011). The Saudi-Iranian Rivalry and the Future of Middle East Security 

(I). US Army War College Press. 

https://press.armywarcollege.edu/monographs/562  

Utami, A. N., Anam, S., Munir, A. M.(2022). Pengaruh Pertentangan Ideologi Sunni- 

Syi’ah terhadap Hubungan Bilateral Arab Saudi-Iran di Timur Tengah. 4(1), 65–

81.  Hubungan Internasional, Universitas Mataram. 

Wardoyo, B. (2023). Meletakkan Konteks Normalisasi Saudi-Iran. Kompas.Id. 

https://www.kompas.id/baca/opini/2023/03/17/meletakkan-konteks-normalisasi-

saudi-iran  

http://scholar.unand.ac.id/83841/
https://doi.org/10.55623/au.v2i1.18
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/iran-saudi-arabia-diplomacy-why-it-matters-israel-lebanon-yemen-iraq-middle-east/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/iran-saudi-arabia-diplomacy-why-it-matters-israel-lebanon-yemen-iraq-middle-east/
https://ir.vanderbilt.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/1803/7587/The_Normalization_of_Foreign.pdf?sequence=1
https://ir.vanderbilt.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/1803/7587/The_Normalization_of_Foreign.pdf?sequence=1
https://www.cnbcindonesia.com/news/20230414073021-4-429815/timur-tengah-mulai-bersatu-bukti-pengaruh-as-kian-pudar
https://www.cnbcindonesia.com/news/20230414073021-4-429815/timur-tengah-mulai-bersatu-bukti-pengaruh-as-kian-pudar
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.32787/ijir.v4i1.119
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2023.e14676
https://books.google.co.id/books?hl=id&lr=&id=kO8bFLVBsMIC&oi=fnd&pg=PR9&dq=The+Receding+Shadow+of+the+Prophet:+The+Rise+and+Fall+of+Radical+&ots=DqWRI7tZAc&sig=Auocm_CNkaBj2t9mCoPpK1rBPU&redir_esc=y%23v=onepage&q=The%20Receding%20Shadow%20of%20the%20Prophet%3A%20The%20
https://books.google.co.id/books?hl=id&lr=&id=kO8bFLVBsMIC&oi=fnd&pg=PR9&dq=The+Receding+Shadow+of+the+Prophet:+The+Rise+and+Fall+of+Radical+&ots=DqWRI7tZAc&sig=Auocm_CNkaBj2t9mCoPpK1rBPU&redir_esc=y%23v=onepage&q=The%20Receding%20Shadow%20of%20the%20Prophet%3A%20The%20
https://books.google.co.id/books?hl=id&lr=&id=kO8bFLVBsMIC&oi=fnd&pg=PR9&dq=The+Receding+Shadow+of+the+Prophet:+The+Rise+and+Fall+of+Radical+&ots=DqWRI7tZAc&sig=Auocm_CNkaBj2t9mCoPpK1rBPU&redir_esc=y%23v=onepage&q=The%20Receding%20Shadow%20of%20the%20Prophet%3A%20The%20
https://books.google.co.id/books?hl=id&lr=&id=kO8bFLVBsMIC&oi=fnd&pg=PR9&dq=The+Receding+Shadow+of+the+Prophet:+The+Rise+and+Fall+of+Radical+&ots=DqWRI7tZAc&sig=Auocm_CNkaBj2t9mCoPpK1rBPU&redir_esc=y%23v=onepage&q=The%20Receding%20Shadow%20of%20the%20Prophet%3A%20The%20
https://press.armywarcollege.edu/monographs/562
https://www.kompas.id/baca/opini/2023/03/17/meletakkan-konteks-normalisasi-saudi-iran
https://www.kompas.id/baca/opini/2023/03/17/meletakkan-konteks-normalisasi-saudi-iran


 
 THE GEOPOLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF POST-DIPLOMATIC NORMALIZATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST ON 

SAUDI-IRAN RELATIONS  
 Ghana Aldila Septiani, Chesa Andreana, Intan Rachmadani, Achmad Diny Hidayatullah, Badrus Sholeh 

 

308 | Departemen Hubungan Internasional FISIP UNPAD 

World Population Review. (n.d.). Retrieved June 8, 2023, from 

https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/sunni-countries  

Zoubir, Y. H. (2006). The United States and Libya: From Confrontation to 

Normalization. Middle East Policy, 

https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/sunni-countries

